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I. First Chapter

     

1) The origins of the blessed Faydhah

  

The word Faydhah means Flood. It also means An Overflow of Spiritual Grace . As 
we are aware, our Master the Qutb al-Maktûm (RA) predicted that a Faydhah will come 
on his community, as it is mentioned in the book al-Ifâdah al-Ahmadiyyah by his close 
murîd, Sîdî al-Tayyib al-Sufyânî (RA).  

  
  

:
  

  »  .

«.
  

                  

  

.

 

* * *  

Our Master, the Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî, may Allâh Almighty be pleased 
with him and with us by him, said:  

« A Flood will come over my Companions, till the people will enter in our 
Tarîqah in groves. This Flood will come when mankind will be at the top of 
difficulty and disappointment ».   

The Shaykh meant by this Flood (Faydhah) the fact that much of his 
Companions in the Tarîqah would obtain the spiritual opening. Moreover, 
he didn't place its arrival in a very far future.   
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* * *  

This Faydhah was described by Sayyidnâ (RA) as possessing four characteristics:  

1. It will come at a time when humanity will be facing extreme problems, 
2. Large numbers of non-Tijânî people will enter the Tijâniyyah when it comes, 
3. Many people from the Tarîqah will experience Ma rifah (the Gnosis of Allâh), 
4. It will come soon, not too late.  

The renowned Tijânî scholar of Marrakesh, the 'Ârif bi-Llâh, Shaykh Sîdî Muhammad 
ibn 'Abd al-Wâhid al-Nadhîfî (RA) pointed to these conditions in al-Durrah al-Kharîdah. 
He wrote:  

 

* * *  

The Tarîqah Tijâniyyah will persist, remaining through many ages, 
And in the latter times, it will bring forth a Faydhah.  

Then mankind will enter it in droves, longing 
For what they witness of Divine connection blossoming (before them).  

* * *  

Therefore, Tijânî Shaykhs after the Qutb al-Maktûm (RA) waited for the blessed 
Faydhah.   

Then, in 1929, on the blessed night of the Mawlid al-Nabawî, Shaykh al-Islâm al-Hâjj 
Ibrâhîm Niyâss (RA) claimed that he was the Sâhib al-Faydhah, that the Faydhah  
emerged on his hand, and that Sayyidnâ Rasûl Allâh (SAW) and Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî 
(RA) themselves had confirmed it to him in a state of wakefulness.   

That is why the year 1929/1348 is known as the 'Âm al-Faydh , which means The Year 
of the Flood .  
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He was only 30 when he claimed this and had a handful of followers. Most people 
thought he was mad. But the next 50 years proved them all wrong!  

Soon thereafter, Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) proclaimed and explained the matter very clearly 
in his masterpiece, 

 

, Kâshif al-Ilbâs 'an Faydhati 
al-Khatmi Abî-l-'Abbâs (Removal of confusion from the Faydhah of the Seal Abî-l-
'Abbâs), where he stated in unequivocal terms that this predicted Faydhah had appeared 
on his hands.  

He also stated in the same blessed book that the hands of Sayyidnâ Shaykh Ahmad al-
Tijânî (RA) himself had written this book of his. This was the same as Sayyidnâ Shaykh 
al-Tijânî (RA) had stated that the hands of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) himself had 
written his book Jawâhir al-Ma ânî. And the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) had stated that 
the blessed words coming out of his noble mouth were the Words of Allâh Himself! 
Fa tabirû...  

Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) also wrote in his mysterious Mashhad of 1366 A.H., printed in the 
book Sa âdat al-Anâm bi-Aqwâl Shaykh al-Islâm (compiled by Shaykh Tijânî Cisse):  

    

« So I praise Allâh who made his (Shaykh al-Tijânî s) favor on me, and 
decided with his Fadhl to make the Faydhah flow through me, and said: 
Take it, from the Shaykh (al-Tijânî) to you  ».  

2) Shaykh Ibrâhîm s birth date points to the Faydhah

  

In fact, the words that are derived from Shaykh Ibrâhîm s birth date (15th Rajab 1320 
AH) are:  

       

* * *  

Is born the Bringer of the Faydhah,  
the Qutb of the People of his era and their Leader  

* * *  

The eminent Nigerian scholar and Tijânî leader, Qâdhî Ibrâhîm Kantaghora (RA) derived 
another sentence from his birth date: 
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* * *  

For the birth of the Vice-regent of the Seal  

* * *  

In this is also a sign of Shaykh Ibrâhîm s Ahmadî-Tijânî inheritance, as the birth date of 
Sayyidnâ Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) corresponded with:  

  

  

* * *  

For the birth of a Seal   

3) Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) proclaims the Faydhah

  

In a forthright letter documented in the Jawâhir al-Rasâ il, Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) writes:  

« And may you know that the Shaykh (al-Tijânî), may Allâh be pleased 
with him, mentioned a Faydhah that would appear in the latter days. And 
some of the people of Kashf from the disciples of Shaykh Muhammad al-
Hâfiz have said that the Imâm al-Faydhah will be 30 years old when he 
appears. So understand my ishârah.   

This is what I have told others before you, and I only tell it to those who 
believe in my words...  

And I have complete conviction that all benefit is in my company, as per 
the assertion of the Prophet (SAW) himself and the assertion of Shaykh 
al-Tijânî!  

And I am well aware of my matter as I have two Shaykhs:  

My Shaykh in the Dhâhir is the Qur ân and Sunnah, and there is none who 
understands them better than me.  

And my Shaykh in the Bâtin is al-Shaykh (Ahmad al-Tijânî) and he does 
not leave my side for a second.  

Therefore, how can evil come from the Qur ân and Sunnah, and the 
Shaykh (al-Tijânî)? ». 
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Shaykh Ibrâhîm wrote this letter at the age of 30 thus indicating that he is the Sâhib al-
Faydhah as per the insight of the Hâfidhî Shaykhs. It is also interesting to note that Sîdî 
'Alî al-Tamâsînî (RA) remained the supreme Khalîfah of Sayyidnâ Shaykh al-Tijânî for 
30 years!  

Also note that the latter part of the letter also points towards Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) being 
the Qutb al-Ghawth of his Age, but I will discuss that matter in a separate section.  

4) The manifest and predicted signs of the Faydhah

  

Al-Hamdu li-Llâhi!   

All three above-mentioned signs of the Faydhah (mentioned by Shaykh al-Tijânî himself) 
were manifest in Mawlânâ Shaykh Ibrâhîm s case.  

Firstly, he appeared with the Faydhah during a time when the whole Muslim world was 
ruled by Kuffâr and even the whole Kâfir world was going through the Great Depression 
and World War.  

Secondly, more people entered the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah at his hands than any other 
Muqaddam in the history of the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah. Some reports talk about 50 Million 
people.   

About the large numbers of people entering into Islam and the Tarîqah on his hands, 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) himself stated (reflecting on Allâh s bounty):  

     

« And all praise is for Allâh! 

 

I know tens of millions of Muslims who took 
this Tarîqah through me; and even more who were unbelievers, idol-
worshipers and Christians before coming in contact with us; and even 
more who attained the opening (of the Knowledge of Allâh) through 
witnessing and beholding (the Presence of Allâh) without any proof or 
reasoning. And it is as if I beheld Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî reciting to me: 
They have chosen you for a matter if you only understood (its 

importance)... so beware of your ego, lest you indulge in negligence  ».  

Thirdly, millions of Shaykh Ibrâhîm s followers have experienced Ma rifah, Wilâyah 
and the Open Vision of the Manifestation of Allâh. This is the Fath al-Akbar that the 
Khatm al-Awliyâ' (RA) spoke about in the Jawâhir al-Ma'ânî and guaranteed for all 
Tijânîs.   
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Most Tijânîs would normally reach that state of Fanâ' fî-Llâh and Baqâ' bi-Llâh only 
before they die and few experience it early in their life. However, among the people of 
the Faydhah Tijâniyyah, nearly all murîds experience that even young ones who are 
not even Muqaddams experience the Extinction in Allâh directly. This is a well-known 
matter which I have witnessed myself!   

Simply by taking the Salât al-Fâtih from Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) or one of his Muqaddams 
and then reading it regularly, one experiences the in-depth Ma rifah of the Hadharât al-
Butûn of God, His Prophet and the Seal of Sainthood.  

Know also that there is nothing new in this practice. For, extra recitation of Adhkâr with 
special permission (besides the Wirds and the Wazîfah) has always been part of the 
practice of the Tijani Tariqah, especially the blessed Salât al-Fâtih. We read in Shaykh 
Sukayrij s book Kashf al-Hijâb :  

  

« And Sidi al-Arabi bin al-Ash-hab (a companion of Shaykh al-Tijani) used 
to recite 10,000 Salât al-Fâtih daily ». 

The People of the Faydhah call this process, the Tarbiyyah . Even some members of the 
family of Shaykhunâ al-Tijânî (RA) took the Tarbiyyah from Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) and 
his Muqaddams and experienced the Ma rifah al-Ilâhiyyah.  

One of Shaykh Ibrâhîm s senior disciples, the great Tijânî Muqaddam al-Hâjj Hasan Dem 
al-Fûtî (RA) stated as mentioned in the Riwâyât al-Hasaniyyah:  

« And among Shaykh Ibrâhîm s amazing matters is that Allâh Almighty granted 
him a great Opening that He did not grant to any other Saint; which is that He 
opened for all his disciples the Knowledge of Tawhîd (Divine Oneness), which is 
the Ma rifah bi-Llâh ».  

Eminent Nigerian Khalîfah, Mallam Tijjâni ibn 'Uthmân (RA) wrote about the Ahl al-
Faydhah: 
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* * *  

O My friend! Travel to the Noble One (Shaykh Ibrâhîm)  
The Possessor of lofty Spiritual Emanations!  

Indeed, the Spiritual Level of his smallest disciples 
Surpasses the levels of the great saints!  

We give you another example. Shaykh al-Sharîf Sîdî al-Hâdî bin Mawlûd Fâl was the 
learned grandson of the great Khalîfah Sîdî Mawlûd Fâl (RA) from his father s side and 
of Sidna Shaykh Muhammad al-Hâfiz (RA) from his mother s side. He was also destined 
to be Khalîfah of the Tijaniyyah in Mauritania.  

Yet, when the Faydhah appeared, he traveled to Kaolack to Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) to 
check out the matter himself. This is what he wrote about the Talibes of Shaykh Ibrâhîm 
(RA) thereafter in his famous letter (published as Irshâd al-Sâdah): 

  

And the Spiritual Experiential Insight of the highest ranking Tijanis outside of the 
Faydah do not come close to the Spiritual Experiential Insight of the lowest of 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm s Talibes. And I do not testify to except that which I have seen 

myself. 

  

5) Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) speaks about himself and his disciples

  

Referring to the great openings Allâh has granted him and his disciples through the 
Faydhah, Sayyidnâ Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) wrote:   
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* * *  

I have sufficed my disciples from all difficulties in the Path (to Allâh), 
For all of them will gain their Desire (of Ma rifah) by Jadhb (the Divine Pull)!  

And I thank Allâh that my Secret is not sterile (unproductive), 
For even the smallest of my disciples has been granted the annihilation (in Allâh)  

And indeed, even the Poles before me did not attain

 

The Bright and Shining Faydhah that this Slave has attained!

  

For the Elixir (of the success) of this Slave is the Love of Muhammad (SAW), 
And my treasure is my praising of him most often!  

* * *  

And furthermore:  
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* * *    

All those who hold on to my rope arrive (in the Presence of Allâh). 
This is apparent to anyone who does not deny Allâh!  

And indeed I have traversed into fields of Ma ârif not entered by anyone! 
Indeed, even the Poles have fallen short of comprehending my attainment,  

By the Grace of Allâh - Glorified is His Glory! - 
And through the Love of His Messenger, Taha, my Prophet (SAW)!  
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I take an solemn oath that none loves me but 
A fortunate person! And the opposite is true for those who hate me!  

And indeed, my writings are a blessing for mankind! 
He will never be damned, who has seen me or my writings!  

Indeed, the Nations know that I am the Servant of the Prophet (SAW). 
By gaining me, one will gain the Beloved Prophet of Allâh (SAW)!  

And I do not make this statement of mine in Ecstasy or in Vanity, 
And neither have I been afflicted by a spiritual intoxication that removed my mind! 

Indeed, I did not make this above statement without permission, 
And indeed, I hide a Secret that cannot be revealed to none but me.  

* * *  

Mawlânâ Shaykh al-Islâm (RA) also writes: 

     

  
* * *  

I have rolled up and made easy the Path to the Haqq (Allâh) 
For every seeker who desires to reach God through God.  

Indeed, I have folded and combined in me the Knowledges of all the 'Ârifs, 
Because I smelt the fragrance of the Mustafâ, the Truthful One (SAW)!   

* * *  

The great Nigerian Tijânî Khalîfah Shaykh Abû-Bakr 'Atîq (RA) writes in a footnote to 
this couplet:  

« He means that he made easy the Path to Allâh for all sincere seekers, 
therefore they arrive to Allâh (SWT) in the shortest period. And this we 
have seen! ».  
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All of this is nothing but the Barakah of the Faydhah Tijâniyyah promised by the Qutb 
al-Maktûm (RA). May we continue drinking from it forever. Âmîn!  

6) Shaykh Ibrâhîm s depiction of the Faydhah

  

About the spread of the Divine Knowledge on his hands (and the attribution of that to the 
Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah), Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) wrote:    
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* * *  

I carried the Secret of the Seal of the Saints (Ahmad al-Tijânî), 
And combined in me both the intellectual intuition and the rational knowledge.  

Then from me overflowed His Secret, so there is no one 
Who follows me and does not know Allâh, the Self-Sufficient,  

Whether they be Males or Females, 
Whether they be servants or Kings!  

And once again you will see amazing matters  
From the Faydhah of the Seal (of Saints), the Leader of the Gnostics!  

And all of that is the Faydhah of the (Shaykh Ahmad) al-Tijânî, 
The Assistance of the Mustafâ, from the tribe of 'Adnân (the Prophet SAW)!  

And all of that is the Gift of the Generous Lord! 
I Praise Him in private and public  

For He created me to bridge the Gap (between God and His Creation). 
Indeed, I am the Vice-regent of the Secret of the Secret!   

7) The Sâhib al-Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah s unending call to Allâh

  

Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) stated about his unending call towards Allâh: 

        

  
* * *  

My heart cannot find peace 
As long as my Lord is disobeyed on this earth.  

* * *  
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In the above couplet is also an indication that the Tijânî Faydhah of Shaykh Ibrâhîm 
(RA) will last and flourish till the Day of Judgment because disobedience to Allâh will 
continue till then.  

And mentioning the purpose of the complete manifestation of the Faydhah in his person, 
he writes: 

 

* * *  

And my goal with the Ummah is to  
Guide them to the Presence of our Lord the Merciful One.  

And you know that there is none who is more compassionate on the Creation 
Than me, ever, and those far are as those near (in gaining Ma rifah from me).  

* * *  

Then mentioning the perfection of this Grand Faydhah, he writes: 

          

* * *  

And the Faydhah of al-Tijânî surged 
In Younde, and the Lights (of Guidance) broke out,  
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And the Hadharât of the Divine Presence have been fulfilled, 
And the non-Arabs surpassed!  

* * *  

The People of Tarbiyah will particularly enjoy the last lines. Wa Allâhi !  

8) Sayyidnâ Shaykh Hassan Cisse s public testimony in Fez

  

Shaykh Hassan (RA) said the following about the Faydhah in front of the entire 
leadership of this Tarîqah in his seminal speech at the International Tijani Conference in 
Fez 2007:   

« It was only due to the Grace of Allâh to the people of this Tarîqah, and 
the continued flow of Divine assistance in the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah, that the 
Tijânî Flood (Faydhah) has become manifest. And this simply proves true 
the words of Shaykh al-Tijânî himself.  

If we ponder upon the words of the Owner of the Faydhah, it will be clear 
to us that the signs of the emergence of this Faydhah did not appear in 
anyone but Shaykh Ibrâhîm Niyâss, may Allâh be pleased with him.   

Indeed, through him, people entered the Tarîqah in droves and multitudes, 
from all races, Arabs and non-Arabs; all of whom arrived at the Gnosis of 
Allâh, through direct witnessing and beholding (the Presence of Allâh), 
and not by the way of deductive evidence (dalîl) or material proof 
(burhân).  

By Allâh, most of the great Tijânî scholars of Shaykh Ibrâhîm s era 
testified to his being the Bringer of the Faydhah. Indeed, Allâh honored 
him with that which we never heard before from our Shaykhs.  

The Bringer of the Faydhah (Shaykh Ibrâhîm Niyâss) did not stray even a 
finger s breadth from the teachings of Shaykh al-Tijânî.

 

He always made

 

clear that his own popularity was through the continued spiritual support of 
Shaykh al-Tijânî, may Allâh be pleased with him. 

  

Long ago, the Bringer of the Tijânî Faydhah, Shaykh Ibrâhîm Niyâss said 
that his call would encompass the horizons and spread all over the earth. 
And he had predicted this at a time when his community was only a few 
people living in the village of Kosi, a farm outside of Kaolack, Senegal. 
Thirty years after his passing, we witness today that the Tarîqah has 
indeed reached every corner of the world, as he said it would, may Allâh 
be pleased with him ».  
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Then Shaykh Hassan (RA) said, confirming the Tijanite essence of the Faydhah: 

 

«There is nothing surprising about the continuing flow of this Spiritual 
Grace (of the Tijaniyyah), if we are firmly convinced that al-Shaykh 
(Ahmad) al-Tijani is the ultimate provider (of spiritual knowledge) for all the 
saints and knowers (of Allah) and no saint drinks (of the spiritual 
knowledge) and is given drink except from his ocean».  

9) An advice and a warning from Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA)

  

In a straightforward letter to one of his father s Tijânî disciples, Shaykh Ibrâhîm wrote:  

« From Ibrâhîm ibn al-Shaykh al-Hâjj 'Abd Allâh al-Tijânî to

  

Know that I am advising you for Allâh and by Allâh, and know that you and 
whoever else, are only slaves of Allâh and disciples of the Shaykh (al-
Tijânî). And indeed, Allâh has decreed in His Eternal Decree that this 
Faydhah would flow in the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah at the hands of its Owner, 
may Allâh be pleased with him.   

Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî is it s Owner, and he may put it wherever he 
wishes with the Decree of Allâh. And indeed, the Faydhah will cover the 
horizons with the Power of Allâh. None can stop it or limit it, for it must 
spread to every place on this Earth where the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah exists.    

And indeed, Allâh has afflicted some Shaykhs and leading Muqaddams to 
conspire against it and make false claims against it, in order to extinguish 
the Light of Allâh. However, Allâh refuses except that His Light should be 
fulfilled.  

You are my beloved since I was small boy, therefore I wrote to you, and I 
warn you to be from those who wish to extinguish the Light of Allâh. I warn 
you out of compassion for you and not due to an eagerness for the spread 
of the Faydhah though you.  

For, the Faydhah will spread with the Power of Allâh. Whoever, tries to 
cover it will only make it more obvious, and whoever tries to turn away the 
people from its Bringer (Shaykh Ibrâhîm), will only turn away people from 
himself and not from the Faydhah.  

And observe with the eyes of your heart and you will see the Truth of what 
I am telling you. 
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Therefore, what is necessary for you is to try to persist in sulûk, if you can, 
so that you may be from those people about whom the author of the 
Munyat al-Murîd (Sîdî Tijânî ibn Baba al-Shinqîtî) said: A Group of 
Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî s disciples are those whose rank is so great that 
one hair from their body is more valuable than all the Poles of this Ummah 
put together .      

Otherwise, remain in the state you are in and do not do anything, and 
know that nothing happens in the Kingdom of Allâh but what He desires ».  

:

»...

 

  .

          

...«

 

10) The Need for the Faydhah

  

Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) writes in the Kashif al-Ilbas about the reasoning for this Faydhah 
to appear in these last ages:  
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( )  

«The wisdom in the emergence of the Faydhah in this age of corruption is 
the weakness of Faith in the hearts of people as well as the abundance of 
misguided sects that are misguiding others. However, this Ummah has 
been endowed with Mercy (from Allah), therefore, the (divine) Sciences 
and Realities (of Allah) were poured on them (through the Faydhah), so 
that they may return to the natural state of Imân».  

11) Meaning of the term Sâhib al-Faydhah

  

Note also that the title, Sâhib al-Faydhah, doesn t mean that the Faydhah came upon 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA). Rather, the Faydhah came upon the followers of Sayyidnâ Shaykh 
al-Tijânî (as predicted), however it came through Shaykhunâ Ibrâhîm Niyâss (RA).  

Indeed, every 'Ârif knows that such major overflows of Divine Grace (al-Shu ûn al-
Ilâhiyyah) are always manifested through a Human Being, as he is the Khalîfah and 
Executor of the Divine Will.  

History is a witness that this Grand Faydhah came upon millions of Tijânîs, but through 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA).   

So the term Sâhib al-Faydhah means, the Catalyst of the Faydhah .  

Shaykh al-Hâjj 'Abd Allâh al-'Alawî al-Mishrî writes in al-Indhâr wa al-Ifâdah:  

« As for the profusion of Fath among the disciples of Shaykh Ibrâhîm 
(RA); it is something evident! Even the non-Tijânî will see it! The Âkhir al-
Sâ ah (Last Hour) Egyptian Magazine estimated the disciples of Shaykh 
Ibrâhîm to be more than thirty million, in its issue of August 6th 1975. And 
a large number of them are maftûh 'alayh (have achieved the spiritual 
opening). There is nothing strange about that, as the Prophet (SAW) 
guaranteed it! And Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) was the carrier of the banner of 
Tarbiyah in the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah ».  

12) No compulsion

  

Nevertheless, believing in this Maqâm of Ibrâhîm (RA) has nothing to do with the 
principles and rules of the Tijânî Tarîqah and can only be recognized and realized 
through a spiritual opening and very high dhawq, unrestricted by any hijâb. Therefore, no 
one is obliged to believe in it or accept it. Lâ Ikrâha fî-l-Dîn! 

But fortunate are those who do! For safety lies in believing what the Awliyâ' have said 
about themselves and others. 

Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) advised the one who did not want to accept his Divinely endowed 
status: 
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« And observe with the eyes of your heart and you will see the Truth of 
what I am telling you Otherwise, remain in the state you are in and do 
not do anything ».  

In other words, if your heart is not inclined to this Ibrâhîmî Reality, then keep quiet and 
mind your own business. Do not criticize it or undermine or deny it, for that will bring 
about your own disaster. May Allâh protect us. Âmîn! 

  

  

.
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II. Second Chapter

      

1) The Grand Faydhah al-Kubrâ is one but small faydhahs may come out of it

  

It has been suggested that there might be another Faydhah . However, Sayyidnâ Shaykh 
(RA) did not mention many Faydhah s , but one single Faydhah Ta tî Faydhatun

 

'alâ Ashâbî , which means: A Faydhah will come upon my disciples .  

This Faydhah Tijâniyyah appeared without doubt on the hands of Shaykh al-Islâm 
Ibrâhîm Niyâss (RA), and we are all living in the age of this blessed Tijânî Faydhah. May 
Allâh make us from its supporters. Âmîn!  

Of course, the appearance of the great predicted Faydhah doesn t mean that there will not 
be any more small faydhahs appearing.   

Sâhib al-Faydhah Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) already mentioned that, his Faydhah will cover 
the horizons .   

Read these words of Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) carefully, knowing that the Ghawth cannot 
speak wrong, more so if he is the complete Khalîfah of the Seal of the Saints:  

"

."

 

« And indeed, the Faydhah will cover the horizons with the Power of Allâh. 
None can stop it or limit it, for it must spread to every place on this Earth 
where the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah exists ».  

If that is the case, then what is the purpose of a new Faydhah ? What are we talking 
about?  

Indeed, this Tarîqah will continue to flourish and flood the world. But these lesser 
faydhahs will generally emanate from the Great Faydhah al-Ibrâhîmiyyah al-Kubrâ and 
its Barakah.  
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For example, the amazing spread of the Tarîqah that took place at the hands of Sayyidnâ 
Shaykh Hassan Cisse (RA), especially in English speaking lands such as the USA and 
South Africa. Tens of thousands of people entered the Tarîqah, experiencing great 
futûhât, and numerous Zawâyâ have been established. The main Tijânî Muqaddams from 
Pakistan and Indonesia personally told me that since they had renewed their bay ah and 
ijâzah with Mawlânâ Imâm al-Faydhah Imâm Hassan Cisse (RA) in Fez, people had 
been flocking to enter the Tijânî Tarîqah on their hands! They themselves were amazed 
by the power of this ijâzah.  

One may definitely call this a Faydhah Tijâniyyah (a Tijânî Flood). However, both 
Shaykh Hassan (RA) and those who take from him acknowledge that this is simply an 
extension of the Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah al-Kubrâ that appeared with Mawlânâ Shaykh 
Ibrâhîm (RA).  

2) The Faydhah Tijâniyyah and the Imâm al-Mahdî (AS)

  

The same will be true till the Imâm al-Mahdî (AS) emerges and takes the wird from the 
people of the Faydhah Tijâniyyah.    

While Sayyidnâ Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) mentioned that the Mahdî (AS) will take the tijânî 
wird, he did not connect the appearance of the Faydhah to him. In actual fact, the 
Faydhah will appear before the Mahdî, and then prepare the scene for him.  

What proves this is that Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) himself mentioned in his Dîwân that he 
will be the Shaykh of the Mahdî (AS)! We read in his Dîwân Mubârak: 

  

* * *  

I desire to meet the Mahdî as a supporter and Guide. 
Always, my support and consent be with his domain.  

* * *  

And in another poem: 
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And may I guide the Imâm al-Mahdî the Seal, all the time, 
as his spiritual Master, while alive and from the grave!  

* * *  

So, Sayyidnâ Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) predicted that the Imâm al-Mahdî (AS) will take the 
wird of this Tarîqah from its men. Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA), the Khalîfah of Sayyidna (RA), 
confirms that he will be the Murshid of the Mahdî (AS), whether alive or from the grave.  

What this means is that he is already the Murshid of the Imâm al-Mahdî (AS) in the 
Bâtin, and that the Mahdî (AS) will take from his Khalîfah in the Dhâhir. For the 
Faydhah Tijâniyyah is itself a preparation for the Mahdî, as the Mahdî s support will be 
the People of complete Ma rifah, which are the Elite of the Muhammadî Ahmadî 
Ibrâhîmî Path.  

It is also known that when Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) went to Sudan, he was asked, Are you 
the Mahdî? to which He replied:  

« No, but I carry his sword! ».   

The sword here is interpreted to mean the Ma rifah.    

When asked about the second coming of the Spirit of God sa (AS), this complete 
Muhammadan Khalîfah said:  

« He is in my pocket! ».  

This has been interpreted to mean that I am a prelude to him.  

3) Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) as the Mahdî of this Tarîqah 

  

It is well known that the role of the Seal of the Saints (RA) and his Muhammadan 
Tarîqah in the world of Wilâyah is the same as the role of Seal of Prophethood (SAW) 
and his Islamic Religion, in the world of Nubuwwah. The inheritance is total and 
complete.  

Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî s position among the Awliyâ' is like that of Sayyidinâ 
Muhammad (SAW) among the Anbiyâ'. Subsequently, the position of the Tarîqah 
Tijâniyyah amongst the Turuq is like the position of Islam amongst the Religions.  

Upon research, one will be astonished at the similarity between the two! I mention five 
points here:  

1) In the Islamic Sharî ah we have the Sûrat al-Fâtiha; in the Tijânî Tarîqah we have the 
Salât al-Fâtih.  

2) In the Sharî ah we have the Salât al-Jumu ah; in the Tarîqah we have the Hadhrat al-
Jumu'ah. 
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3) In the Sharî ah we have extensive rules and regulations regarding the performance of 
the obligatory 'ibâdât; in the Tarîqah we also have extensive rules and regulations 
regarding the performance of the obligatory awrâd.  

4) We cannot combine the Muhammadan Sharî ah with any other prophetic Law. 
Likewise, we cannot combine the Ahmadian Tarîqah with any other saintly Way.    

5) The Muhammadan Sharî ah guarantees great rewards for small deeds; the Tarîqah 
Tijâniyyah also guarantees great spiritual stations for little effort.  

Another point that has been mentioned in this regard is that the Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) predicted the appearance of the Mahdî in his Ummah. He will appear in the most 
difficult times, to renew and revive the Dîn al-Muhammadî and then millions of people 
will enter the Dîn of Islâm.  

In the same manner, the Saint Ahmad (RA) predicted the appearance of the Faydhah in 
his Tarîqah, which will also appear in the most difficult times, to renew and revive the 
Tarîq al-Ahmadî and then millions of people will enter the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah.  

Indeed, this makes a lot of spiritual sense. Accordingly, we may say that the Maqâm of 
the Sâhib al-Faydhah in this Tarîqah is spiritually parallel to that of the Imâm al-Mahdî 
in Islam general.    

Both spiritualities will be combined in the Âkhir al-Zamân, with the Faydhah Tijâniyyah 
providing the support-base of the Mahdî al-Muntadhar.  

This point was mentioned by the famous Nigerian Master Sîdî Shaykh Muhammad al-
'Âshir ibn Shu ayb al-Tijânî (RA) of Kano in his work Fath al-Mannâni fî wirâthat al-
Shaykh al-Tijânî li-l-Nabî Khayri Bânî 'Adnânî.   

In this interesting work, the learned Muqaddam presents 32 clear points that demonstrate 
the Shaykh al-Tijânî s complete inheritance of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW).  

Al-Hamdu li-Llâh! The sinful writer of these lines presented 50 such points in his recent 
trip to the Tijânîs in Indonesia, and most of those points were different from the ones 
mentioned in the Nigerian book! In fact, they were from a pure Ahmadî-Ibrâhîmî 
inspiration at that moment without the consultation of any book at all! The 100 plus 
Indonesian Muqaddams there told me they had not heard or read anything like that 
before!   

Allâh willing, I wish to compile 100 such points, through the holy Faydhah of Shaykh 
Ibrâhîm (RA).  

In any case, I quote Shaykh Muhammad al-'Âshir s thought-provoking words directly 
from his Fath al-Mannân:  
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« (Point) 27- And from that is the emergence of Shaykh al-Tijânî s Khalîfah 
among the people of his Tarîqah, and the emergence of his predicted 
Faydhah on his hands in the same manner as the Mahdî al-Muntadhar 
will appear in the Ummah of the Prophet (SAW) and that is why the 
Mahdî will take the idhn from the Khalîfah of Shaykh al-Tijânî, who is the 
Sâhib al-Faydhah of his Tarîqah either before his (i.e. Shaykh Ibrâhîm s) 
death or after it as his Ashâb are the same as him, as he is one Master in 
his Faydhah, before his death and after his death ».   

The above quote also proves that Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) continues to be the Sâhib al-
Faydhah even after his death, and that the work of those connected to his sanad, is 
considered part and parcel of the Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah al-Kubrâ that appeared on his 
hands.  

Shaykh al-'Âshir s book was personally approved by Mawlânâ Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) 
himself, therefore one can be rest assured of the veracity of the points he made.  

Do note that the authentic

 

ahâdith of the Prophet (SAW) make it clear that the Imâm al-
Mahdî (AS) will be a Hasanî Sharîf, will be born and bred in al-Madînah al-
Munawwarah, will emerge as the Mahdî in Makkah al-Mukarramah, and will rule from 
al-Quds al-Sharîf (Jerusalem), after destroying Bânî Isrâ'îl.  

Narrations that state otherwise are considered very weak or false by the 'Ulamâ' of 
Hadîth.  

May Allâh make us from the supporters of the Mahdî (AS)! Ameen. 
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III. Third Chapter

     

1) The Sâhib al-Faydhah and the Maqâm of the Khilâfah al-Kubrâ

  

It must be understood that the Faydhah that appeared with Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) was not 
only about large numbers of people entering the Tarîqah and experiencing the Opening 
of Ma rifah, as predicted by the Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA). This was its Dhâhir aspect.   

In the Bâtin however, it was more so about the manifestation of the Ibrâhîmî Reality, 
which is the complete manifestation of the Maqâm of the Khilâfah Ahmadiyyah 
Muhammadiyyah Ilâhiyyah. Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) appeared as the complete Khalîfah of 
the Seal of the Saints and the greatest Door to his Divine Secrets.   

While many other Khulafâ' appeared before him and even after him, the Sâhib al-
Faydhah is since ever and forever the seal of the Seal. Indeed, many of the great Masters 
of Mauritania and Nigeria have openly described him as Khatm al-Khatm (Seal of the 
Seal), or al-Khatm al-Thânî (the Second Seal), or Khatm al-Khatmayn (The Seal of the 
Two Seals, i.e. of the Nabî and the Walî).   

This also made him the perfect 'Abd Allâh (Slave of Allâh), i.e. the supreme Slave of God 
in His Manifestations of Nubuwwah and Wilâyah, in the persons of Muhammad and 
Ahmad. For this, Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) clearly stated that none knows them better than 
him. He wrote in his Dîwân about his connection to the Prophet (SAW): 

 

* * *  

And whosoever tries to attain my place in the passion for our Prophet (SAW) 
Has indeed tried to attain an impossible and forbidden matter!  



 
* * *  

And about his connection to the Shaykh al-Tijani (RA): 

 

* * *  

Whosoever tries to attain my place in the passion for our Imâm (al-Tijânî) 
Is like the one who has tried to catch the Moon with his songs!  

* * *  

This Maqâm was also manifested by the appearance of the Grand Tijânî Faydhah on the 
hands of Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA), and his Talibes inherited it as well. The sum total of this 
is the Ma rifah of Allâh in all His Aspects.   

Indeed, throughout his poetry, Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) refers to himself as al-'Abd , 
meaning by this that he is the perfect archetype and the synthetic and ultimate 
manifestation of the 'Abd. For example he says: 

  
* * *  

And I thank my Lord who has granted His Guidance to the Slave, 
For the smallest of my followers is free from Shirk (i.e. is an 'Ârif).  

And that is the Bounty of Allâh, for the Slave is powerless 
To guide anyone to the Truth or remove their doubt! 



 
* * *  

The reality of the 'Abd is what the Maqâm of Khilâfah (Vice-regency) is.  

So, the Maqâm of Mawlânâ Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) is that of Harâzimiyyah al-Kubrâ and 
al-Khilâfah al-Mutlaqah of the Qutb al-Maktûm (RA). And this was outwardly 
manifested in the Dhâhir by his position as the Sâhib al-Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah , a 
colossal gift that none of the Tijânî Khulafâ' before or after him were granted by the 
Hadhrah al-Ahmadiyyah.  

This Maqâm is higher than that of all the Aqtâb, but nevertheless, under the rank of the 
Qutb al-Maktûm (RA).  

2) Sayyidnâ Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) points to this rank

  

Sayyidnâ Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) pointed to this rank and its ultimate holder when 
he stated:  

""

 

« Nothing reaches anyone from me save through the channel of 'Alî 
Harâzim».  

And:  

""

 

« He is to me as Abû Bakr to the Messenger of Allâh (SAW) ».  

And:  

""

  

« I have no Khalîfah but him ».  

And:  

""

  



 
« A Man will appear from my Group, whose rank will not be known in this World 

or the Hereafter ».  

* * *  

The title 'Alî Harâzim above, as the title of 'Alî ibn Abî Tâlib in the Hadîth: I am the 
City of Knowledge and 'Alî is its Door! , refers to nothing but the Maqâm, the Martabah, 
the Dâ irah of al-Khilâfah al-Bâtinah (the inward Caliphate).   

Abû Bakr here refers to nothing but the Maqâm, the Martabah, the Dâ irah of al-
Khilâfah al-Dhâhirah (the outward Caliphate).   

Finally, the sentence I have no Khalîfah but him refers to the Universal Caliphate (al-
Khilâfah al-Mutlaqah) of the Seal of the Saints, outwardly and inwardly, manifested in 
its ultimate perfection and in its windup.   

Since ever and forever, there is only one Master in this Dâ irah or Circle of Khilâfah, just 
as in the Dawâ ir or Circles of Nubuwwah and Wilâyah, where we find in each of them 
only one Master, respectively the Prophet (SAW) and Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA).   

Indeed, the historical Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim (RA), whose name is furthermore used for this 
Maqâm, disappeared in the lifetime of Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA), and was buried alive in 
Badr, before he could reveal the special Knowledge of Allâh that was granted to him 
then. Nevertheless, after him, many Tijânî Saints, as Mawlay Muhammad ibn Abî-l-Nasr 
(RA), or Sîdî 'Alî al-Tamâsînî (RA), claimed that Harâzimî Maqâm, proving thereby that 
this Maqâm is transferable, and is not the exclusive property of Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim. The 
Qutb Sîdî al-'Arabî ibn al-Sâ ih (RA) points to this in his Bughyah al-Mustafîd, as well as 
Sîdî Ahmad Sukayrij (RA) in his Kashf al-Hijâb.  

Now let us listen to Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) when he clearly states that this rank of Grand-
Khilâfah is for none other than him. He writes in his most important book al-Sirr al-
Akbar wa al-Nûr al-Abhar (The greatest Secret and the Dazzling Light): 

: 

  .."



 
"""

"""

.

  

."

 

« And then (the complete 'Ârif) witnesses the descend (tanazzul) of the 
Hadhrah al-Ahmadiyyah in the fourth Reality, which is the Hadhrah of 
Adam, which is the Adam of the Souls, the Being and the Nafs of Ahmad. 
And this is the Hadhrah to which the Shaykh (al-Tijânî), may Allâh be 
pleased with him, pointed to when he said: Nothing reaches anyone from 
me save through the channel of 'Alî Harâzim , and when he said: I have 
no Khalîfah but him , and when he said: He is to me as Abû Bakr to the 
Messenger of Allâh . And it is not unthinkable that someone else should 
inherit this man (i.e. Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim), so understand...  

The reality of this Hadhrah is that it is the Shadow and the Manifestation of 
the Shaykh (al-Tijânî) for all time and place; and the whole of Existence is 
folded in the Man of this Hadhrah. As the poet said:  

It is not impossible for Allâh  
to gather the whole world in one  

And he is the Man whose reality has appeared and who will not be known 
in this World or the Hereafter. He is the pure Slave of Allâh ('Abd Allâh), 
the Universal Man (al-Insân al-Kâmil), and the Carrier of the Divine Trust 
(Hâmil al-Amânah) ».  



 
Do note that this particular work of the Shaykh (RA) has never been published as per  
Shaykh Ibrâhîm s own instructions:  

 

However the Shaykh (RA) dictated it to his Khalîfah Sayyid 'Alî Cisse (RA) in the year 
1932-33. Al-Hamdu li-Llâh, I have a copy of this manuscript! After that, handwritten 
copies of these were circulated amongst the senior Muqaddams. The work is normally 
only given by a special permission (idhn) to those senior Muqaddams who have 
completed the tarbiyyah and are trustworthy of preserving Allâh s Secrets.  

Shaykh al-Sharîf al-Hâjj 'Abd Allâh al-Mishrî (RA) sums it up when he writes in Indhâr 
wa Ifâdah: 

 

  

"

."
  

« And the Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) is the Seal of the Saints, his feet are on 
their necks and his Maqâm is Harâm on any other till the Trumpet is 
blown. And Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) is his inheritor in all of that, for he is his 
Universal Caliph (al-Khalîfah al-Mutlaq), and there is no Walî after Shaykh 
al-Tijânî (RA) who is closer to the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) than 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA). In fact, there is no one who can even share his rank 
with him, and can never be till the Day of Judgement ».   

As for the statement about the Man whose Maqâm will not be known in Duniyâ and 
Âkhirah , it refers to the Bâtin al-Bâtin Martabah of this Khalîfah, and we have nothing 
to talk about its reality.  



 
Sayyidnâ Shaykh (RA) also mentioned that this Man would be Fâsî Umman wa 
Aban , which means that his mother and father would be from Fez . It is obvious that 
this is not referring to lineage, as the Awliyâ' speak in metaphors.   

The statement basically means that this Khalîfah would take the idhn and the tarbiyyah of 
the Tijânî Tarîqah directly from Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) of Fez, without the 
intermediary of any other Khalîfah or Muqaddam.   

Indeed, Mawlânâ Sâhib al-Faydhah (RA) confirmed that he takes directly from Shaykh 
Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) and has no other Shaykh but him. He writes in Kâshif al-Ilbâs, 
after mentioning all his normal sanad, as from Sîdî Sukayrij, Sîdî al-Hâfidh, Sîdî Wuld 
al-Hâjj, etc.:  

 

« And our initiatory chain (sanad) is directly from the Shaykh al-Khatm al-Tijânî 
without any intermediaries, and he (RA) is present with me all the time, and all 

praise is for Allâh ».  

In fact, when some of his senior Muqaddams, as the Mauritanian Sîdî Muhammad al-
Âmîn al-Jakanî (RA) asked him if it is allowed for him to give them ijâzah through this 
direct sanad stated in the Kâshif al-Ilbâs without the mention of any previous Shaykhs, 
Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) replied in the affirmative. In fact, he simply wrote to him:   

 

« I give you the ijâzah in the Tarîqah directly through Shaykhunâ Ahmad al-Tijânî 
(RA)! ».  

The Shaykh (RA) wrote the same to his beloved student and Muqaddam Sîdî 'Umar ibn 
Malik:  

 

« So I renew for you the wird through my high sanad from Shaykhunâ al-Tijânî 
(RA) from Rasûl Allâh (SAW)».  

The Shaykh wrote this at the age of 30! Subhâna Allâh !  

See the Jawâhir al-Rasâ il and the Ziyâdat al-Jawâhir by the Khalîfah Abû-l-Fath (RA).  



 
Or as Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) quotes one of the Men of Kashf who said about him when he 
was a child:  

  

«You have no need for appointment by Creation as you have been 
appointed by the Creator ».  

(Kashif al-Ilbas, p158)  

3) Why the Sâhib al-Faydhah could not appear from Fez or Morocco

  

Do note as well that the Sâhib al-Faydhah could never appear in Fez, as that is the 
domain of the Hadhrah al-Ahmadiyyah. Indeed, how could the Khalîfah manifest himself 
in the presence of the one whose student he is? How could the Khalîfah manifest himself 
in the presence of his Shaykh al-Qutb al-Maktûm (RA)? Where is the Âdab there?  

Indeed, Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) himself had ordered Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim (RA) and most of 
his other Muqaddams who had attained the level of Ma rifah and Tarbiyyah to leave Fez 
or otherwise get destroyed.  

Shaykh Ahmad Sukayrij (RA) quotes the Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) as saying:  

" "  

«My sword is hanging in the air. So whoever raises his head, I will cut it»   

Explaining this statement, Sidi Sukayrij (RA) writes in his Raf al-Niqâb:  

 

...  :

  

 . : . :

  

« And the meaning of that is that none should manifest himself with 
Wilayah in the Presence of the Shaykh (al- Tijânî) and it has been 
narrated to us that he (RA) used to say: Whoever achieves the Fat h from 
my followers should not stay in the same city as me, otherwise he should 
fear for himself. So he was asked: (fear) From you or from Allah . He 
replied: From Allah »    



 
Nevertheless, the Faydhah also had to manifest itself as per the prediction of the Shaykh 
al-Tijânî (RA) himself.  

So, the Faydhah and the Sâhib al-Faydhah appeared in Senegal far away from Fez, just 
as the Khatm al-Awliyâ' appeared in Fez, far away from al-Madîna al-Munawwarah, just 
as the Prophet (SAW) appeared in Madîna, far away from Makkah, the domain of Allâh.   

4) The Mahdî (AS) will also take from the Khalîfah al-Mutlaq

  

Know also, that after this sealing of the Divine Matter, there is no other Reality 
(Haqîqah) emerging from the Circle of Ma rifah. The matter has been sealed through 
Prophethood (Nubuwwah), Sainthood (Wilâyah) and Vice-regency (Khilâfah). God may 
only be known through these Circles. The appearance of the Mahdî (AS) will not change 
these Eternal Realities, as he will follow the Way determined by them, supporting them 
and confirming them.   

The appearance of the Mahdî (AS) will be a physical phenomenon, but not the 
appearance of a new aspect of the Divine Reality. That is why the Maqâm of the Sâhib 
al-Faydhah is higher than that of the Mahdî.    

The Prophet (SAW) stated that the Mahdî will be his descendant; Shaykhunâ al-Tijânî 
(RA) stated that he will be a Tijânî; and Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) mentioned that he himself 
will be the Shaykh of the Mahdî.   

Indeed, one of the eminent disciples of Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA), Shaykh 'Umar Toure (RA), 
had even entered the Maqâm of Mahdiyyah and claimed it, but the Shaykh (RA) brought 
him back.  

5) Issues of Lineage and Divine Justice

  

While there is no doubt that most of the great Maqâms in this Ummah are reserved for 
our Masters, the Ahl al-Bayt, the noble descendants of the Prophet (SAW), nevertheless, 
our Lord Allâh is most Just and Fair, and His Habîb our Prophet (SAW) as well.   

He granted the Nubuwwah to Sayyidnâ Muhammad (SAW).  

And Wilâyah to his Family i.e. Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA).  

And Khilâfah to his Ummah i.e. Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA).  

This is Justice from our Just Lord, al-Rabb al-'Adl, and the Generosity of the Hadhrah al-
Muhammadiyyah.  



 
Some of our Gnostic Shaykhs said that this is what is alluded to in our prayer: 
Allâhumma salli 'alâ Sayyidinâ Muhammadin wa Alihi wa Sahbihi!  

Indeed, the Khalîfah of the Prophet (SAW), Sayyidnâ Abû Bakr al-Siddîq (RA) was not 
from the Ahl al-Bayt, and neither was Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim (RA), the Khalîfah of Shaykh 
Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA).  

However, all three were related to the Prophetic Household by marriage. Sayyidnâ Abû 
Bakr (RA) s daughter Sayyidah 'Â'ishah (RA) got married to the Prophet (SAW), and 
both Sîdî 'Alî Harâzim (RA) and Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) married a Sharîfah.  

Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) did not predict that the Faydhah would appear at the hands 
of a Sharîf, neither did he say that the Faydhah would appear at the hands of the Mahdî. 
If anyone has proofs of such a claim then they should bring it forward, for we have 
quoted the words of some of the greatest men of this Tarîqah.  

Of course, while the Ahl al-Bayt represent the living family of the Prophet (SAW), the 
Qutb al-Ghawth al-Khalîfah is the living representation of the Prophet (SAW) himself!  

Therefore, numerous Shurafâ' came to submit to Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA), knowing well 
that they were coming to no one but their own Grandfather (SAW).  

Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) wrote in a letter:  

   

And this poor Slave is the Door of Shaykhunâ Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA). 
Whoever I accept, Shaykh Ahmad Tijânî accepts, and whoever I reject, 
Shaykh Ahmad Tijânî rejects .  

6) The hidden and most hidden Maqâm of the Khalîfah

  

Know also, that this Harâzimî Maqâm of the Khilâfah al-Mutlaqah that we spoke about, 
is just the mentionable Maqâm of Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA), for his real Maqâm in the 
Hadhrat al-Tajallî wa al-Tanazzul al-Ilâhî can not be written in books, as it is from the 
greatest Secrets of Allâh, revealed only to those whom Allâh chooses for it.   

It is not something higher than the Seal of the Saints or the Seal of the Prophets  in case 
someone suspects that, for the Bâtin and the Dhâhir never contradict , but it is a great 
Sirr comprehended only by those who realize the Secrets of the Divine Manifestations of 
Muhammad, Ahmad and Ibrâhîm, comprehended in the four letters of the Ism al-Jalâlah.  

The pen is shy to write any commentary in explaining this statement of our Master the 



 
Seal (RA), for it contains such Divine Secrets... revealing which is more Harâm than 
drinking wine and fornicating.  

Those who wish for this Ma rifah must strip themselves of all attachments, and humble 
themselves before a Murabbî Kâmil from the men of the Faydhah al-Tijâniyyah, and 
Allâh will show what He has shown Others.  

Then, even beyond that, is the Bâtin al-Bâtin, the most concealed Maqâm of the 'Abd al-
Dhât which none knows except Allâh, His Prophet (SAW) and the Qutb al-Maktûm 
(RA).   

This is what the Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA) referred to in the above-mentioned statement:  

« A Man will appear from my Group, whose rank will not be known in this 
World or the Hereafter ».  

So all we can say is: 

  

7) No compulsion in the comprehension of the Khalîfah

  

Nevertheless, we state once again that believing in this Maqâm of Ibrâhîm (RA) had 
nothing to do with the principles and rules of the Tijânî Tarîqah, and can only be 
recognized and realized through a spiritual opening. Therefore, no one is obliged to 
believe in it or accept it, like no one is obliged and forced to believe in the Khatm al-
Awliyâ' (RA) or the Khatm al-Anbiyâ' (SAW). Lâ Ikrâha fî-l-Dîn!  

Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) himself stated that not knowing his Maqâm will not harm anyone. 
He also stated that there would be many in this blessed Tijânî Path who will not realize it.   

More than that, he guaranteed Paradise for all those who follow him  and this is already 
guaranteed for all Tijânîs , love him, have seen him, are neutrals or at peace with him 
(musallimîn).   

However God s Anger and Disaster is guaranteed for those who intentionally fight him, 
belittle him and deny his statements.   

And not only him... This is guaranteed for the deniers and enemies of all the Awliyâ'!  

If one does not understand or comprehend, then one should rather keep quiet and ask 
Allâh for guidance and opening, or ask those who understand!     



 
8) Imâm Hassan Cisse (RA) explains the Hadharât al-Faydh al-Ilâhî in simple terms

  
Sayyidunâ al-Qutb Shaykh Hassan Cisse (RA) narrates in his Spirit of Good Morals this 
amazing parable from Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) that explains the matter very clearly:  

« There is a parable the Professor Ibrâhîm Mahmûd Diop (Head of the 
Rabitat 'Ulamâ' al-Senegal wa al-Maghrib) heard from Shaykh Ibrâhîm 
which helps to explain the concept of Faydhah.   

We have to picture five things.   

First, imagine a fathomless well 

 

not an ordinary well, but a well that has 
no bottom.  

Next, imagine a leather bucket that never needs repair.   

Next, imagine a tireless worker who continually draws water from that well.   

Fourthly, imagine a basin next to that well which eventually becomes full.  

Finally, imagine water so precious that it cannot be thrown away and yet 
cannot be put back into the well already overflowing.  

The question arises: what should be done with the water after the basin is 
full?  

The answer: many basins will be constructed around the well to receive 
the precious water.    

In the parable, the well represents Allâh 

 

Glorified and Exalted is He! , 
whose being is continuous without end.   

The water is Divine Gnosis (ma rifah) and experience (dhawq).   

The leather bucket is the Prophet (SAW). A saying among Sufis indicates: 
Without an intermediary, one never reaches a goal, and the Prophet 

(SAW) is the greatest intermediary between the Creation and Allâh .   

The worker in the parable is Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî.   

The basin is an extraordinary spiritual adept who has received so much in 
the way of Divine Gnosis that he must communicate this Gnosis to others 
or it will overflow.   

He is the owner of the Faydhah or Flood  Shaykh Ibrâhîm Niyâss ». 



 
9) The Parable of the 'Ârif bi-Llâh Shaykh Umar Toure (RA)

  
The 'Ârif-Bi Llah Shaykh 'Umar Toure (RA), one of the earliest and most senior Khulafâ' 
of Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) puts it this way:  

« There is the night in which nothing is seen.   

The progression of daylight is as follows:  

From Fajr to Dhuhr, it is Rasûl Allâh (SAW)  

From Dhuhr to 'Asr, it is Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA)  

From 'Asr to Maghrib, it is Shaykh Ibrâhîm 'Abd Allâh (RA).  

Thereafter, it is night again! ».  

Of course, it is only the Secret of Sayyidnâ Muhamamd (SAW) that is manifest in his 
Caliphal Realities (Haqâ iq), Sayyidnâ Ahmad (RA) and Sîdî Barham (RA).  

As Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) says:   

 

* * *  

All my love  I swear by my Creator and His Book! , 
is for the Prophet (SAW), the Light of Allâh, the Secret in all the Realities.  

* * *  

Note that it is confirmed that Shaykh 'Umar Toure (RA) held the rank of Khalîfah in the 
Tijânî Path, used to meet the Prophet (SAW) in daylight, and initiated thousands of 
people in the Tarîqah and Tarbiyyah.  

10) The Testimony of 'Ârif bi-Llâh al-Shaykh al-Akbar Sîdî Ahmad Sukayrij (RA)

  

The Pride of Morocco and Tijânism, Mawlânâ Shaykh Ahmad Sukayrij (RA), whose 
Shaykh was the Algerian Sîdî Ahmad al-'Abdalâwî (RA), praised Shaykh Ibrâhîm (RA) 
with these great words which should be memorized:  



 

13481929

 .

 ..

:

  



 

  
* * *  

I testify that you have gained a manifest opening, 
Specially granted to you by God from amongst all people.  

Indeed you have inherited the Khilâfah from Shaykh al-Tijânî,   
And I state to you my clear testimony to that.  

And I see the Shaykh al-Tijânî as a Ring, 
And you are the one who has become the Bezel of the Ring!  

And indeed, I did not state this out of my own desire or vanity, 
Nor due to an ecstatic state that made me dance!  

Rather, it is due to a Divine Inspiration (wârid) that came, 
And spread the Banner of Good Fortune that casts down those jealous of you!  

* * *  

Confirming all of the above, Shaykh Sîdî Ahmad Sukayrij (RA) also said to Shaykh 
Ibrâhîm (RA) after granting him the unrestricted and complete ijâzah mutlaqah in the 
Tarîqah: 

 

« You are the Khalîfah of the Shaykh al-Tijânî (RA), and of your Father (RA), and 
of me, and of all the Khulafâ' of Shaykh Ahmad al-Tijânî (RA) ».  



 
In another letter of which we have a copy, Sidi Sukayrij (RA) wrote to Shaykh Ibrâhîm 
(RA), after the appearance of the Faydhah and the Tarbiyah:   

...

    

« Indeed, you are the living Shaykh of this Tariqah. Whoever has taken 
from you, then it is as if he took directly from the Shaykh al-Tijani himself. 
And whoever has taken from the Shaykh al-Tijani, then it is as if he took 
directly from the Messenger of Allah (SAW). »  

And when Shaykh Ibrahim (RA) requested Sidi Sukayrij (RA) to write for him an Ism 
Tarikhi for the opening of the Zawiyah al-Ibrahimiyyah in Kaolack, Sidi Sukayrij (RA) 
gave it the historical name:   

  

«The Station of Ibrahim! And whoever enters it will be safe through his 
guidance! »   

O Allâh, we believe in what these Masters have said and do not doubt it. Âmîn!  



 

.



 
IV. Some information about the author

    

Shaykh Fakhruddin Owaisi al-Madani is from the tribe of the famous saint Owais al-
Qarnî (RA), who lived at the time of the Prophet (SAW), and can be considered as the 
first Sufi in Islam. He was born in the United States, despite of the fact that his family 
usually lives in al-Madînah al-Munawwarah, where he spent the first 18 years of his life.   

He learned with the Shaykh al-Islam of Makkah, al-Sayyid Muhammad al-'Alawî al-
Mâlikî, and possesses as well Ijâzât in the Sciences of Hadith from al-Sharif Malik al-
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University. He's currently the Imâm of the Hout Baye Mosque in the same town, and he 
is at the head of the « Sunni 'Ulama Council ». He is also a lecturer of 'Aqîdah, Tafsîr and 
Hadîth at the International Peace University of Southern Africa.   

He took the Tarîqah Tijâniyyah from the great scholar and Saint Imam Shaykh Hassan 
Cisse from Senegal, and has obtained the rank of great Muqaddam of the Tarîqah 
Tijâniyyah in Cape Town. He also gave a historic talk on behalf of the South African 
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